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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate teachers’ views about the effectiveness of users of
Edmodo Content Management Systems in secondary education. Teachers from Near
East College in Fall of 2016-2017 academic year participated in this study.
Methodologically, qualitative research was carried out with open-ended interview
questions prepared for the participants. Teachers' views were reached through the
analysis of the data. The analysis results showed that the teachers already knew about
Edmodo Content-Management System, but they were ineffective in practising it.
Therefore, the findings reflected the need for educating the teachers in the system.
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INTRODUCTION

Technology has always been an important aspect of education through its support of teacher and students in
removing the barriers and limitations to learning development. Blumenfeld et al. (1991) argued that technology
can sustain student motivation and support student learning and doing during the various phases of projects, can
supplement and complement teachers’ instructional and managerial roles, relieving teachers of some of the
complexities of implementing projects.

The primary purpose of education today, is to raise individuals with skills to integrate IT into learning and
teaching, access information easily, develop self-learning, be able to do research, and be creative. Karaman,
Yildirim, and Kaban (2008) stress that the use of Web. 2.0 tools in education helps more effective learning, has the
responsibility for learning, collaborates through group-work and develops critical thinking skills. It also has
advantages for the students, such as; sharing pictures or videos, on-line environments and private mailing. These
advantages create tendency to use Web. 2.0 technologies in education (Karal & Karakog, 2010). Besides the
advantages, social networks have some disadvantages too, such as, improper advertising, internet perverts, cyber-
bullying, which make teachers and families use the internet more carefully and due to such inconveniences, some
schools tend to ban the use of social web sites (Harshman & Maguth, 2013) and develop environments that can only
be used for education purposes.

We often face social learning environments, which are the essentials of education to raise creative individuals
with the skills to access information easily and do research. According to Thongmag (2013), social learning
environments facilitate educational interaction between teacher and student and among students. They also involve
students in an active learning environment, facilitate collaboration in group projects, and provide easy sharing of
course grades. The importance of on-line social web sites is the profile pages, on-line environments, private
mailings, and their being open for everybody for interpretation (Rigby, 2008). For example the Stanford Mobile
Inquiry-based Learning Environment (SMILE) combines a mobile-based question application for students with a
management application for teachers. The classroom management software allows students to share, respond, and
rate questions on criteria such as creativity or depth of analysis (Buckner & Kim, 2013).

Edmodo, for Jarc (2010), Kongchan (2008), Balasubramanian, Jaykumar and Fukey (2014), is a social web
platform in which teachers can set an on-line classroom environment to easily interact with their students in safety
and independent of time and place, and without costs. Developed for educational purposes in 2008, Edmodo offers
free and secure software that supports varied education and teachers can create groups that students can join after
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Contribution of this paper to the literature

e This study has a vision to raise teacher awareness of the importance of the use of social learning
environments in education.

e  This research will contribute to the literature on the application of Edmodo platform.

e Teachers in the secondary education have a high perception of Edmodo Content Management System, but
they lack the sufficient skills in applying it.

being invited by the teacher or by entering a group code (Végh, Nagy, Zsigmont, & Elbert, 2017). Through this
platform, the teachers can share videos, pictures, office files, questionnaires, interactive quizzes, links and embed
codes with their students (Dogan, 2012). Edmodo has provided great facilities in terms of education supported by
Turkish language from 2013 onwards. The number of users of Edmodo is increasing day-by-day because it provides
a wide range of collaboration among teachers.

The system’s contribution to education;

e The use of technology contributes to learning

e The use of technology facilitates learning

¢ The use of technology raises awareness of its facilities it provides in education

In this study needs-analysis was done to specify the needs to define the effectiveness of the users of Edmodo
Content Management System. In this respect, the following questions were asked;

1. Whatis the level of participant perception of Edmodo Content Management System application in language
teaching?

What is the level of participant perception of Edmodo Content Management System?
What is the level of participant perception of Edmodo application in general?

METHODOLOGY

Research Method

A qualitative research method was applied in this study. According to Yildirim and Simsek (2006), a qualitative
research is an approach to understand the participant views and through induction to describe events and facts in
their natural environments.

The Participants
Teachers from Near East College, in the 2016-2017 academic year, participated in this study.

Data Collection Tools

Three open-ended questions were prepared by the researcher as data collection tools. The questions were
prepared after an overview of the literature to specify problems and expectations. The questionnaire were prepared
in the light of the views by two experts in the field, one language expert, and one analyst. The questions were
finalized in accordance with the feedbacks of the experts. While preparing the open-ended questionnaire utmost
care was taken on the principles; to ask questions without multi-dimensions, questions being clear and
understandable, and existence of alternative questions (Yildirim & Simsek, 2013).

Data Collection Procedure
In order to define the needs in_the effectiveness of the users of Edmodo Content Management System in
language teaching in secondary education, unstructured interview forms were given to the participants.
Data Analysis

Out of 221 participants only 138 were evaluated within the scope of the research. The evaluation of the data was
done in the light of the participant teachers” views.
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FINDINGS

Participant views about Edmodo contribution to Language Teaching

The findings of this research indicate that many participants have positive views about Edmodo contribution
to language teaching. P4 stated that, “Students who have difficulties in expressing themselves in physical environments,
can overcome such difficulties in social environments and this helps them develop their language skills”. “I totally agree that,
connections and sharing all around the world will contribute to language teaching” .

P78 supported this and added, “I say it contributes. It helps teacher development and motivates students.” P21 said “I
think it will be quite useful because several activities can be done in different languages”. “Due to the environment where there
is interaction and students with different languages, they have the opportunity to exchange information” explained by P59.

Some participants disagree with these positive views and stress that Edmodo does not contribute to language
teaching.

P70 said that, “Edmodo does not contribute to language teaching”. A similar view was from P67, who said, “Edmodo
does not contribute much to language teaching”. When the views of the participants with perception for the contribution
of Edmodo use in language teaching analysed, positive contributions can be noted for language teaching because
in an Edmodo environment the students are always in interaction and they get in contact with students from other
countries.

Participant views about Edmodo Content Management System

From the data obtained in this research, it has been noted that many participants do not have sufficient
knowledge about Edmodo Content Management System. P40 explained views saying, “Both the teachers and students
should be well informed about this program”. “I do not have any suggestions because I rarely use it” said P30. On the other
hand, participants who knew about the Edmodo Content Management System raised positive views. P3 expressed
views saying, “ Applications such as, Content Management System, sharing information through several systems, gathering
exams and homework in a common page, and following performance are of great use”. “It is quite a useful system because of
its being a Content Management System and as long as it is practised, performance increases consequently” added P21.

P28 raised views saying, “I do not believe in any of such methods. Every kind of technology use, causes inattentiveness
among students”

P17 expressed dissatisfaction saying, “ Incorrect and useless information can be shared. Therefore, it is not very reliable”

The participant teachers in this study did not have sufficient perception about Edmodo content system and thus
many of them responded negatively which indicate that the use of technology in education was wrong for them.

Participant views about deficiencies in Edmodo applications

The study results indicate that, many of the participants expressed worries as them not being well informed
about the discrepancies. As P33 stated, “I do not use Edmodo Content Management System, so I have no idea about the
discrepancies”. “I do not know anything about Edmodo applications” said P21. The reason for the lack of information
about the system is assumed to have emerged from Edmodo’s being a new application.

P17 explained saying, “I do not use it so often so that I can notice what is wrong or right”
P34 admitted saying, “I have no idea because I do not use it”

When the participants’ perception of what is wrong and right about Edmodo use was considered, it is clear that
they did not know much about Edmodo because they did not use it.

DISCUSSION

The findings indicated positive views in terms of the contribution of Edmodo to language teaching. Brady,
Holcomb, and Smith (2010) points to the fact that educational social- web sites give the opportunity to teachers and
students to use these webs for educational purposes. When literature is examined, it is noted that Edmodo is a new
application and there are limited studies done on it. In the studies conducted, it is stated that Edmodo provides a
safe and suitable environment serving educational activities (Cankaya, Durak, & Yunkul, 2014; Kongehan, 2008;
Sanders, 2012). Echols and Tipton (2012) argue that, Edmodo is a social platform where information can be shared
in safety, examinations can be given, homework can be assigned, grading can be followed, and questionnaires can
be prepared. Research by Fardoun et al. (2012) support the use of social networking as an educational tool and
discuss Edmodo as an educative online social network. The participant teachers had views indicating that students
who have difficulties expressing themselves in physical environments, find it easier to do so in social environments
where they improve their language skills. Ajjan and Hartshorn (2008) argue that such applications develop student
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writing skills, enhance learning, facilitate communication and raise motivation and involve students in the learning
process. Another support came from Sirakaya (2014) who stressed that students who use Edmodo Content
Management System can follow the courses outdoors and they do not lose interest in the courses. According to a
study by Sanders (2012), this is in parallel with students’ feeling of responsibility for their self-learning.

The findings in this research indicate that teachers lack sufficient information about Edmodo Content System
and thus they need training in the application. In a similar research, the teachers and students who use Facebook
as a social platform can understand the function of Edmodo and became able to use it in a minimum period of time
(Shockney, 2013).

It was found out in the end of this research that some of the participant teachers did not have sufficient
information about Edmodo Content System and are worried about not being able to use it. In a similar study, it is
stressed that teachers can be members of Edmodo groups and contribute both to professional and personal
development (Alemdag, 2013).

CONCLUSION

It has been found out in this research that, teachers in the secondary education have a high perception of
Edmodo Content Management System, but they lack the sufficient skills in applying it. The reason for this is related
to the new application of the system in schools. Therefore, seminars and trainings should be organized to raise
teacher awareness of the subject question.
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